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Tidal flooding impact mitigation  
project gets under way at Ezhikkara
Pilot project uses new construction technology to tackle recurring damage due to saltwater

R O N N I E  K U R I A K O S E  @Kochi 

EZHIKKARA, a low-lying pan-
chayat on the edge of  Vem-
banad lake in Ernakulam, 
grapples with tidal flooding for 
about six months every year. 
Homes, wells and paddy fields 
are regularly inundated, forc-
ing families into repeated cy-
cles of  repair. 

Recently, scientists from the 
Council of  Scientific and In-
dustrial Research’s (CSIR) 
structural engineering re-
search centre (SERC) visited 
the flood-affected houses here 
to begin a pilot housing restora-
tion project using a new salt-
resistant construction technol-
ogy — Textile Reinforced 
Concrete (TRC). “It’s a first-of-
its-kind effort in Kerala,” said 
C G Madhusoodhanan, chief  
executive officer of  Kochi-
based Equinoct, the project’s 
implementing agency. 

During the visit, scientists 
carried out detailed structural 
assessments of  select houses, 
based on which restoration de-
signs using TRC will be final-
ised. “We expect to complete 
the work in two months,” Mad-
husoodhanan said. 

As to the project’s need, he 
explained, “Saltwater acceler-

ates the decay of  conventional 
construction materials, caus-
ing cracks, corrosion, frequent 
repairs, and unsafe living con-
ditions. TRC, developed by 
CSIR-SERC, replaces steel with 
corrosion-resistant textile rein-

forcements, making it more 
suitable for coastal and back-
water regions,” he said.  

Four houses will be renovat-
ed, and construction work is 
expected to begin shortly. 

Equinoct, a Kochi-based star-
tup, has been working in the 
region since 2022 on communi-
ty-led tidal flood mapping and 
prediction. “This housing pilot 
builds directly on the flood data 
the community has been col-
lecting for years,” Madhusood-
hanan said.

The latest project has the 
support of  the Ezhikkara pan-
chayat and uses local flood 
records, elevation data, and 

community feedback to tailor 
designs to site-specific condi-
tions. “We now know not just 
that flooding happens, but 
when, how high, and how often. 
That knowledge is shaping how 
these homes are being rede-
signed,” he added. 

With climate change intensi-
fying sea-level rise, tidal flood-
ing, and saltwater intrusion 
along Kerala’s coast, officials 
and researchers say climate-
resilient housing is no longer 
optional. 

“Kerala’s coastal and back-
water regions are increasingly 
affected by saltwater intrusion, 
tidal flooding, and coastal inun-
dation. These conditions dam-
age homes, worsen sanitation 
and public health, and threaten 
livelihoods, especially in vul-
nerable coastal communities. 
The housing restoration project 
is one in a string of  measures 
taken as part of  impact mitiga-
tion,” Madhusoodhanan said. 

Meanwhile, Ezhikkara pan-
chayat president Seena said, 
“Tidal flooding is one of  the 
blights in this region. The pan-
chayat has been working close-
ly with various bodies to find 
some respite. The CSIR-Equi-
n o c t  p r o j e c t  i s  i n d e e d 
hopeful.”

Four houses to be renovated, construction work expected to begin shortly

Land acquisition for 
Aluva-Alangad Road 
widening accelerates

Man nabbed with 51 kg 
of ganja in Vazhakulam

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kochi

THE LAND acquisition process for the proposed widening 
of  the Aluva - Alangad Road has gained momentum, with 
authorities completing the public hearing on the rehabili-
tation and resettlement package for those affected. The 
hearing, held at the Priyadarshini municipal town hall in 
Aluva, was part of  the acquisition of land along the 
stretch from Thottakkattukara Junction in Aluva to East 
Kadungalloor. Of  the 57 affected people, 39 attended the 

session.
Minister P Rajeeve, who was part of  

the hearing, said, “The follow-up pro-
cedures and issuance of  the relevant 
notification under the Land Acquisi-
tion Act would be completed in a time-
bound manner.”Those who failed to 
attend the hearing would be given an-
other opportunity, he added.

According to the preliminary assess-
ment, 24 families in Aluva West and 33 
families in Kadungalloor have been
identified as eligible for benefits under 
the rehabilitation and resettlement 
policy.  The hearing was overseen by 
deputy collector (land acquisition) S 
Regina, who is serving as the adminis-
trator for the acquisition process.

Meanwhile, district collector has ap-
proved detailed valuation statements (DVS) in 200 cases to 
facilitate compensation disbursal for affected properties. 
“The compensation will be distributed after serving indi-
vidual notices and document verification,” the minister 
said. The road widening is key to easing traffic congestion 
along the busy road from Aluva to Alangad.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kochi

Ernakulam Rural police seized 51 kg of  ganja from a 
rented house used by a migrant worker at Vazhakulam 
near Perumbavoor. The accused, Rubel Mulla, a native 
of  Murshidabad, West Bengal, was arrested by Thadiyit-
taparambu police in connection with the case.

The house had been rented under the pretext of  accom-
modating migrant workers. The accused allegedly misled 
neighbours by claiming that the occupants were away at 
work during the day, while he primarily visited the 
premises at night, said a source with Ernakulam Rural 
police. Rubel is suspected to have stored the contraband 
at the rented house in TMJ Nagar. Acting on a tip-off, the 
police conducted a raid at the location and recovered the 
ganja, which was packed in sacks and stacked on the 
floor. An electronic weighing scale was also seized from 
the premises, officials said.

 Saltwater accelerates the 
decay of conventional 
construction materials TRC, 
developed by CSIR-SERC, 
replaces steel with 
corrosion-resistant textile 
reinforcements, making it 
more suitable for coastal 
and backwater regions

C G Madhusoodhanan, chief          
                 executive officer of Equinoct

Artery forceps found in woman’s abdomen  
5 yrs after surgery at Alappuzha Med College
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Alappuzha

SERIOUS ALLEGATIONS of  
medical negligence have sur-
faced against Government Med-
ical College, Alappuzha, after 
artery forceps were found inside 
a woman’s abdomen, five years 
after she underwent surgery at 
the hospital. 
   The incident came to light after 
Usha Joseph, a native of  Pun-
napra, experienced persistent 
abdominal pain for several years 
following a surgery performed 
on May 5, 2021. 

She had undergone an opera-
tion to remove a uterine fibroid 

at the medical college hospital 
in Vandanam. According to 
Usha and her family, she contin-
ued to suffer from recurring ab-
dominal pain after the proce-
dure and has been relying on 
medication to manage the dis-
comfort. Despite revisiting the 
medical college with complaints 
of  pain, she was reportedly in-

formed that the issue was due to
kidney stones and was sent 
back. On Wednesday, an X-Ray 
examination revealed the pres-
ence of  a pair of  artery forceps 
inside her abdomen. The exami-
nation was conducted at a pri-
vate laboratory after her symp-
toms persisted.

Following the revelation, au-
thorities at the MCH have re-
portedly informed the family 
that the forceps can be surgical-
ly removed on Monday. 

However, Usha has expressed 
fear and reluctance to undergo 
another surgery at the same hos-
pital, citing the alleged medical 
negligence.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kochi

FIVE PERSONS, including four 
students, were injured in a road 
accident involving a college bus 
and a private bus, in Kochi. The 
accident occurred at Kuzhivelip-
pady on the Pookattupady-Edap-
pally Road around 9 am on 
Thursday. 

According to a source with 
Edathala police station, the ac-
cident occurred when a bus be-
longing to Jai Bharath College 
of  Management and Engineer-

ing Technology collided head-on 
with a private bus named Rayy-
an, which was operating on the 
Aluva–Perumbavoor route. The 
collision took place near a sharp 
bend, leaving the front portions 
of  both vehicles severely 
damaged.

Local residents, along with po-
lice and emergency responders, 
rushed to the spot and launched 
rescue operations. Four students 
sustained minor injuries, while 
the driver of  the college bus suf-
fered serious injuries.

Five injured as buses collide 
head-on at Kuzhivelippady

The follow-up 
procedures and 
issuance of the 

relevant 
notification under 

the Land 
Acquisition Act 

would be 
completed in a 

time-bound 
manner

P Rajeeve, Industries 
Minister

Andhra Pradesh native 
falls from train, dies
Kochi: A man from Andhra 
Pradesh died after falling from 
a train in Kalamassery on 
Thursday. The deceased is 
Ganta Yadu Kondalu, 35. He 
was travelling on the Egmore-
Madurai Express and was 
supposed to get down at 
Kalamassery. However, Ganta, 
who had gone to the loo, could 
not get down when the train 
stopped at the station. So he 
tried to jump out of the train on 
to the platform, but fell. He 
succumbed to his injuries later.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Usha suffered recurring 
abdominal pain
Usha had continued to suffer 
from recurring abdominal pain 
after the procedure and has 
been relying on medication to 
manage the discomfort

Man held for attacking 
barber with hammer
Kochi: A 47-year-old man 
was arrested on Thursday 
for allegedly attacking a 
barber with a hammer in 
Kochi .  T he accused, 
Subesh, a native of  Karith-
ala Colony in Ernakulam, 
was apprehended by the 
Kadavanthra police. A 
source with the Kochi City 
police said the accused al-

legedly entered a barber 
shop near the South Over-
bridge around 7.45 pm on 
Wednesday and verbally 
abused Nizamuddin, an 
employee. The altercation 
soon escalated into vio-
lence, during which Subesh 
allegedly attacked the vic-
tim with a hammer he was 
carrying.  ENS

Rajeev Chandrasekhar @RajeevRC_X
Freedom of expression for radicals. Moral outrage when the vote 
bank feels uncomfortable. This is the #CPMCongressKuruvaSan-
gam’s idea of secularism - selective outrage for political survival
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